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churches of the denomination. Dr. White has served there 
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Letters to the Editors 





Pro, Con on General Council’s Small Picture 





Picture in a Purse 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I have been surprised at the objections 
that some have raised to the little picture 
cards of Christ that have been distributed 
by The General Council. To say that for 
&® person to carry one of these cards 
around with him indicates a retreat in his 
spiritual life, or that it is a practice ber- 
dering on idolatry, seems to me to miss 
the purpose for which the cards were 
made. 

This purpose is printed on the reverse 
side of the cards in these words, “Keep 
this picture with you, in purse or wallct, 
as a reminder that Christ is with you al- 
ways.” This is Christ’s promise, “I am 
with you always.” We don’t need to be 
convinced of the truth of that promise, but 
the vast majority of Christians need a 
constant reminder of it. We know that 
Christ is near us; that is, when we get 
around to thinking about it. The trouble 
is that most of us stay so absorbed with 
other things that we don’t think about it 
very often. There are very few Christians 
who are really conscious of the nearness 
of Jesus while engaged in the mundane 
task of digging around in their pocket- 
books for money for the paper boy, the 
children’s lunch at school, the items we 
got at the drug store, etc. One of these 
little cards placed in our purses could 
serve as a helpful reminder everytime we 
use our purses, which in this day and age 
is pretty often, that Jesus is near. 

Personally, I am glad that the picture 
cards have been made available, and have 
ordered a supply for my congregation. 


ROBERT L. WILLIAMSON. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Purse Full of Pictures 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Concerning the little picture of Christ, 
sent out by the General Council, with the 
suggestion that it be carried in the bill- 
fold as a reminder of Christ’s continuous 
presence, perhaps no one should be greatly 
disturbed; for it is hard to imagine that 
Presbyterians could take it seriously. 
And yet, it is of one piece with the use 
of a good picture as a “worship center” 
in worship, as if God were not the only 
center for all true worship, and this usage 
seemed to be followed rather widely. 

When a man uses a picture or an image 
to make vivid his sense of the reality and 
the presence of the God he worships, he 
is very near to idolatry, if he has not al- 
ready arrived. That is the only essential 
use that even a pagan has for an idol. 

If the General Council felt that some 
visible reminder were needed, it would 
have seemed much better to recommend 
a phylactery to be worn on the wrist, 
where it would often be seen, bearing the 
answer that Jesus gave to Judas, not 
Iscariot, when the latter asked how it 
was that Jesus would manifest himself to 
them, and not to the world. “Jesus an- 
swered and said, unto him, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him” (John 
14:23). 

If a man carries Christ in his heart, he 
will not need a picture to remind him of 
the Presence; if he does not, he will not 
realize Christ’s presence, though his purse 
were bursting with pictures. 

N. P. FARRIOR. 

Pink Hill, N. C. 
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Why a ‘‘Continuing Church’’? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Being a rural preacher and not in full 
contact with the swirl of the world, I may 
be excused from asking for information. 

Here, in a community that lies in a 
broad Virginia valley, I am laboring for 
a deep fellowship among the different de- 
nominations, each one jealous of the other, 
each one zealous for its own symbols of 
faith. Gradually that fellowship in Christ 
is being achieved. Now, here comes the 
effort of Presbyterians to unite and pre- 
sent a united front. No doctrinal values 
are to be surrendered and the advantages 
of one will become the advantage of all. 
Yet there is talk of a “continuing church.” 
What is this resultant? 

As I see it, the church has been continu- 
ing through the ages in spite of the block- 
ing effort of groups, no matter how sin- 
cere the efforts were. 

The Christ of the Emmaus road stopped 
at the cottage door and made as if he 
would go further. But the two fellow- 
pilgrims urged him to linger—he did, but 
only until he revealed himself in the 
breaking of bread. Then, indeed, he went 
further. Perhaps the proponents of the 
“continuing church” would hold him at 
their Emmaus and, despite the revealing 
of his program, hold him in their small 
circle. The showing of his wounded body 
is yet to be in the upper room, the cheer- 
ful campfire is yet to gleam on the shore 
of Galilee, and the transcient moment of 
Olivet--these are yet before him. Why 
detain him? Let him go—let him go! 

COUNTRY PASTOR. 


Children and the Church 


No. 7 in a series, 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Church ought never to be dull, but it 
sometimes is. Not all of us are content 
to use the same few hymns, the same re- 
sponses, etc., Sunday after Sunday, year 
in and year out. They are, to be sure, 
beautiful and meaningful, but while we 
are continuing to use them we are failing 
to learn, love, treasure, and be reminded 
again of others equally so. When there 
are sO many verses tnat can be used 1s a 
Call to Worship, e. g., why use the same 
ones all the time? The only exceptions I 
would make are in the use of the Lord’s 
Prayer and perhaps the Doxology and the 
Gloria Patri. One reason is that they are 
so universally used that they constitute 
a sort of bond even between churches 
whose forms of worship vary wid2ly. 
When we visit other churches it helps if 
there are at least a few common elements 
of worship. 

Children memorize easily and quickly, 
compared with adults. That is one reason 
why they should be given an opportunity 
to learn and become familiar with as 
many Bible verses and passages as possi- 
ble. They could learn them just as well 
in church as in church school. While the 
same passages should not be used indeti- 
nitely, many of them such as the ‘en 
Commandments, the Beatitudes, etc., could 
well be used (perhaps read in unison) for 
a number of Sundays while the minister 
based a series of sermons on them. 

Sermons for children should be short, 
simple, and direct. They are, of course, 
often the hardest kind to prepare. Un- 
doubtedly, ministers would have to preach 
series of sermons on a given topic instead 
of trying to cover everything in one ser- 
mon. 

Maybe they should be content to drive 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 


just one nail or lay one homiletical brick 
per Sunday. 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U. S. A. 


On Fascist Tendencies 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A fair and honest appraisal of Christian 
fascism, I believe, is important to a bet- 
ter understanding of Christian commu- 
nism as a major factor in War and Peace, 
A better definition, therefore, is desired. 

A Fascist on the religious front is one 
whose craving for “divine” approval, 
“spiritual” affiliation and “moral” gran- 
deur is combined with such an intensity 
of intolerance toward those of other races, 
classes, religions or nations as to make 
him ruthless in his use of fear, super- 
stitution and repression to attain his ends. 

Clerical fascists are easily recognized 
by their deliberate and often unconscious 
perversion of truth and fact, especially in 
support of their theological rationaliza- 
tions of the religious temperament and 
method. 

Another very good “sign” or clue to 
Christian fascism is an intense desire or 
compulsion to convert others to lend sup- 
port while making no attempt to explain 
the genesis of religion or the essence of 
religiosity. Their fundamental, underly- 
ing, activating drive is to “evangelize’— 
to impose their religious concepts, beliefs 
and practice onto the world, while the 
inner subjective conditions and processes 
behind their conduct is seldom, if ever, 
made the subject of inquiry. Blind emo- 
tionalism, threat of punishment for its re- 
jection, and the artificial creation of a 
feeling of inadequacy in others through 
the morbid over-valuation of “sin,” are all 
growing symptoms of Christian fascism. 

Perhaps economic and political fascism 
is most dangerous when allied to clerical 
or Christian fascism. H. F. HAAS. 

Orangeburg, S. C. 


Vacation Supply 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Most summers, especially in the month 
of August, are very delightful here in 
a ne ,» due to the afternoon showers. 
It is even nicer than up north... . 

We are looking for a good minister to 
come here in August and supply the pulpit 
while our minister is on his vacation... . 

If you know of any minister that is in- 
terested, will you please advise me at 
once. 

FLORIDA ELDER. 


@NOTE—We advised him, and now ad- 
vise others so concerned, to see our Minis- 
ters Vacation Exchange published here 
April 21, 28, May 5, 12. (p. 10, this issue.) 


For King College Alumni 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

King College Alumni, in co-operation 
with President R. T. L. Liston and his 
staff, are planning a historical gathering 
for Saturday, May 24 on the coliege 
campus. A banquet will be served in the 
college dining hall at 6:30 P. M. Numerous 
pictures will be shown in a running nar- 
rative of college life at King in years 
past—outstanding individuals, class 
groups, athletic teams, etc., with introduc- 
tions of those present representing the 
several groups. This part of the program 
will be led by Dr. Tilden Scherer, class 
of 1902, who was president of the college 
from 1911 to 1931, and will be one of the 
honor guests for the occasion. Those 
Alumni and former stduents who can at- 
tend are asked to notify the undersigned. 
The visitors will receive a warm welcome 
on the beautiful campus by representa- 
tives of the alumni and the college staff. 

ALFRED H. CELIA, President, 
King College Alumni Assn. 
Phipps Bldg., Bristol, Tenn. 


June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. 
Copyright 1952, by The Presbyterian Outlook 
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Editor ls Named to 
Direct Compilation of 


Presbyterian Hymnal 


David Hugh Jones, of Princeton 
Is Chosen by Joint Committee 


David Hugh Jones, professor of music 
in Princeton Theological Seminary, has 
been named editor-in-chief of the joint 
Presbyterian hymnal which is now in 
process of development. 

Dr. Jones was named at a meeting of 
the content committee in Philadelphia. 
(Presbyterian, U. S., members on the 
committee are Austin Lovelace, Greens- 
boro, N. C.; Hubert V. Taylor, Atlanta, 
Ga.: and W. Taliaferro Thompson, Rich- 
mond, Va.) 

Albert J. Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., 
chairman of the joint committee, has 
announced that the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada also plans to join in the pro- 
ject, bringing the total to six commun- 
ions with a membership of nearly 7,- 
000,000. (Others already participating 
are Presbyterians, U. S., USA, United 
and Associate Reformed, and the Re- 
formed Church in America.) 

The editor-in-chief has been in his 
present place of service since 1934. He 
has directed the Princeton Seminary 
choir in engagements in every state in 
the Union, and in Canada, Cuba, Mex- 
ico and Alaska. He is a composer of 
choral music, published by well-known 
musical publishing houses. He is a Fel- 
low of the American Guild of Organists, 
a charter member of the Westminster 
Choir College in Princeton, and has 
taught hymnology at both Westminster 
and Princeton. 


Report to the General Assembly 


On the Hymnal 


The Assembly’s special committee on 
the joint hymnal will report to the com- 
ing meeting in Charleston that decided 
progress has been made. It indicates 
that general agreement both in regard 
to the development of the volume and 
in regard to sales have been reached. 
The USA church has agreed to contri- 
bute 3871%4% of development 
(see page 10), the U. S. 
contribute the same. 

The report to the Assembly says: 


costs 
echureh will 


“You can rest assured that in the 
capable hands of our Publishing Com- 
mittee this book will be one of the 
best in its field when published. We 
would not want to give you the impres- 





FRATERNAL DELEGATES 
ARE NAMED 


Fraternal delegates to and from 

- the Presbyterian, U. S., General 

Assembly have been named as fol- 
lows. 

The Charleston, W. Va., U. S., 
Assembly (beginning June 5) will 
welcome: 

President Jesse Hays Baird, 
of the San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif., 
from the Presbyterian Church, 
USA; 

Robert W. Mulholland, pastor 
of the Tabernacle church, Youngs- 
town, Ohio, from the United Pres- 
byterian Church; 

A. D. Hareus, general secre- 

tary of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land, from London, from the Pres- 
byterian Church in England; 

J. L. Skinner, a Presbyterian, 
U. S., ruling elder of Memphis, 
from the Western Section of the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 

Fraternal delegates from the U. 
S. Assembly will include: (dates 
show beginning of meetings): 

Moderator J. R. McCain, to 
the Presbyterian, USA, Assembly 
in New York, May 22; 

William E. Phifer, Kansas 
City, Mo., pastor, to the United 
Presbyterian Assembly, Albany, 
Ore., June 4; 

Charles E. S. Kraemer, Char- 
lotte, N. C., First church pastor, to 
the General Synod of the Associ- 
ate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. Bonclarken, Flat Rock, 
N. C., June 3. 











sion that it will shortly come from the 
press. The United Presbyterian Church 
and the Keformed Church in America 
have put two years of study into a pro- 


posed hymnal, which they have very 
graciously shared with us. Our com- 


mittees are moving forward in accord- 
ance with your instructions and are now 
subject to further instructions from the 
General Assembly.” 


The sub-committee on the liturgy and 
Psalter are: R. W. Graves (United), W. 
T. Thompson (U.S), and one other to be 
named. 

Edward D. Grant of the Board of 
Christian Education is the U. S. repre- 
sentative on the Publication Commit- 
tee, and the commitee’s report says he 
“has done valiant service in this com- 
mittee in opening up channels of coop- 
eration.” 


Report to General Assembly 





Cooperation, Union 
Committee Reports 


Ou 3-Way Discussion 
‘*Considerable Progress’’ Seen 


In Presbyterian Negotiations 


Regardless of how negotiations look- 
ing toward Presbyterian reunion may 
turn out, the best thing that can be done 
now is to join in a nationwide program 
of evangelism and stewardship. 

This is the recommendation of the 
permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union to the coming General As- 
sembly. 

“‘Considerable progress” is reported 
by the committee as it looks at negotia- 
tions being carried on by Presbyterians, 
U. S., USA, and United. It says: 


“They have reached tentative agree- 
ments as to the basic questions involved, 
and hope to complete a plan for presen- 
tation to the three General Assemblies 
in 1953.” 


Meanwhile, however, the Assemblies 
are being asked to instruct their respec- 
tive departments of evangelism and 
stewardship to join in a full-scale co- 
operative effort. 

In addition, a plan of simultaneous 
pulpit exchange among the three 
churches is recommended (OUTLOOK, 
Mar. 24, May 12), as is also participa- 
tion in a joint committee on chaplains. 


Comity Is Urged 


Long-recognized principles of comity 
are reiterated by the committee, as it 
recommends that 


‘“‘Where presbyteries belonging to the 
two Assemblies cover the same ground, 
they are advised to endeavor, either as 
}resbyteries or through their commit- 
tees, to agree as brethren to have the 
efforts of one church expended in cer- 
tain fields, and the efforts of the other 
church expended in certain other fields, 
within their common bounds, so as to 
prevent hurtful rivalry and antagon- 
5's 


“In a special way the churches hold- 
ing the Presbyterian System should so 
consult in planning church strategy as 
to express unity of purpose and a proper 
distribution of resources. 


“We therefore recommend that the 
attention of each General Assembly be 
called to the importance of this practi- 
eal expression of Christian unity and 
suggest that each General Assembly 
strongly urge its home missions board 
and its presbyteries and synods to seek 








arrangements with corresponding units 
of the other churches for consultation 
regarding plans for the establishment of 
new congregations before they are or- 
ganized, and for profitable adjustment 
of established work wherever desir- 
able.’’ 


Committees Are Asked 


The committee also passes along the 
unanimous recommendation of the Cin- 
cinnati meeting where the joint plans 
were agreed upon, asking the Assembly 
to recommend 


“to presbyteries and synods that com- 
mittees on cooperation and union be es 
tablished where they do not now exist; 
that said committees work with corres- 
ponding committees of the other two 
churches, especially where there is over- 
lapping, to the end of strengthening the 
influences of understanding and coop- 
eration and activity; and that a place 
be given on the dockets of presbyteries 
and synods at least for annual reports 
‘rom these committees.” 


The respective Assemblies are also 
heing asked to provide for distribution 
of the previously-agreed-upon avenues 
of acquaintance and cooperation 


United Presbyterians Enter 


In regard to actual negotiations 
looking toward union, the committee de 


elares, 


“Since the coming of the United Pres- 
byterian Church of North America into 


negotiations looking toward possible 
union creates an entirely new phase in 
the work of our committee, it seems de- 


sirable to report semewhat in detail re- 
garding that church It has a member- 
ship of nearly 300,000 and was formed 
in 1858 by the union of the Associate 
Reformed Chureh and the Associate 
Church of North America, the latter 
having developed from a group which 
originally declined to enter an earlier 
union. This earlier union, in 1782, had 
brought together representatives of two 
eroups in North Americ» which had 
separated from the established Chureh 
of Seotland. Thus, while the United 
Presbyterian Church and our church 
can probably be traced to some common 
sources in Scotland, they have never 
been related in this country.” 

Preliminary voting in United Presby- 
terian presbyteries brought a favorable 
expression of more than 78% in regard 
to a three-way union. 

All basic matters involved in drafting 
a plan of union for the three churches 
have been agreed upon, the committee 
savs, and the drafting committee has 
heen given the authority and responsi- 
bility of completing details of editing, 
ete., with the expectation of presenting 
a completed plan to the Assembly of 


1953. 


The General Assembly is asked: 

1. To authorize this committee “to 
proceed in conjunction with the corres- 
ponding committees of the U. P. and 
USA churehes to complete a plan of 
union: to make such recommendations 
concerning it to the 1953 Assembly as 
(it) may deem wise; and to have the 
plan printed and distributed in such 
quantity and at such time as the com- 


4 


mittee may deem advisable” in relation 
to its recommendations to be made to 
the 1953 Assembly; and 

2. To approve the joint action taken 
in Cincinnati approving the reprinting 
of the plan of union. The office of the 
General Assembly, USA, is requested to 
undertake the task, with the three 
churches sharing the expense. 


Members to Be Added 


The Assembly will be asked to pro- 
vide for the addition to the committees 
of two women as members-at-large, the 
current Moderator, and the two immedi- 
ate past 
officiis. 


Moderators, as members ex 
Names of prospective women 
members are to be recommended to the 
Assembly’s Nominating Committee by 
the Board of Women’s Work. 

The Assembly will also be asked to 
approve the appointment of John N. 





Thomas, Richmond, Va., and John R. 
Cunningham, Davidson, N. C., as alter- 
nate representative, to the forthcoming 
meeting of the World Council of 
Churches in Lund, Sweden (on Faith 
and Order). 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 

Assembly’s Training School: Jos y. 
Gettys, May 18; Edward D. Grant, May 
19; 8 p. m.; both of Richmond, Va. 

Austin Seminary: R. Matthew Lynn, 
Midland, Texas, May 18; Marion 4A, 
Boggs, Little Rock, May 21. 

Columbia Seminary: H. E. Russell, 
Montgomery, Ala.; W. A. _ Linton, 
Chunju, Korea, May 25; W. B. Stubbs, 
Atlanta, May 26. 

Louisville Seminary: Andrew K. 
Rule, of the seminary, May 23; Warner 
L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., May 26. 

(See Union Seminary, p. 12.) 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Panc] members answering questions here are John H. Marion, Jr., of the Bon 
Air, Va., church, and Ernest Trice Thompson, of the Union Seminary faculty. 


Is there such a thing as an un- 
forgivable sin? 


MARION—As I understand the 
gospel, there is in God's sight no sin 
that is absolutely unpardonable. The 
mercy of God, as we often put it, is 
“like the wideness of the sea’’—broad 
as the world and the sweep of man’s ac- 
tivities. Having done something wrong 
and having been conditioned to believe 
that it’s a terrible and unpardonable 
thing, some people feel that they have 
committed the unforgivable sin. But I 
think Christianity makes it plain that 
God’s mercy is great enough to cover 
any evil that we do. If there is any- 
thing unforgivable I suppose it might be 
the belief that there is an unpardonable 
sin: a lack of trust, in other words, that 
puts a person into the frame of mind 
and heart that prevents God from for- 
giving him. Forgiveness, I think, is a 
kind of two-way affair. We have to 
want it and be penitent, to be genuinely 
sorry fcr our sins; but when we bring 
that kind of mood and disposition into 
the presence of the God of love and 
mercy, I think any evil we have done, 
any wrong within us, can be covered by 
His grace and forgiveness. 

MODERATOR—Would you say then 
that so long as a man is able to repent, 
he is able to be forgiven? 

MARION—Yes, that would sum up 
precisely what I have tried to say. 

THOMPSON—To sum up somewhat 
differently, we might say that if there 
is any unforgivable sin it is only because 
the person will not ask forgiveness. The 
Bible tells us clearly that if we confess 
our sins God is faithful and just to for- 
give them. A man may possibly get to 
such a state of mind that he will not 
seek forgiveness. 


Why is it that at the time of the 
time of the crucifixion Jesus looked 
up to heaven and _ said, ‘Father, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” Why 
did Jesus think his Father had for- 
saken him? 


THOMPSON: 
generally 


Two explanations are 
given. One explanation is 
that it is was necessary for Jesus to un- 
dergo every human experience, that he 
could not have borne our sins in his 
body upon the tree unless he had felt 
this greatest of all evils which can be- 
fall the human soul, the feeling that we 
are deserted of God, or that he has for- 
gotten us. If this be the interpretation, 
I think we should recall that this was 
only one of the early utterances of 
Christ on the cross, and that he ends 
with a triumphant expression of his con- 
fidence and faith in God, ‘‘Father into 
thy hands I commend my spirit.”’ Many 
of us on the other hand, like to recall 
that this statement is a quotation from 
the 22nd Psalm; it’s the first verse of 
the 22nd Psalm. The 22nd Psalm seems 
to describe almost exactly the experi- 
ence through which Jesus was under- 
It begins with this 
verse, ‘‘Why hast thou deserted me?” 
It ends with an expression of triumph- 
ant faith in the purposes of God which 
will finally triumph when “all the ends 
of the earth shall remember and turn 
unto Jehovah” (22:27). There are 
some of us who think that Jesus had in 
mind that entire Psalm, that as he 
quoted the first verse the rest of the 
Psalm was in his mind, that he was at 


going on the cross. 


this moment expressing his final trust 
in the triumph of God’s purposes with 


his death. 
ANY QUESTIONS? 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 





What the World Expects of the Church 


“J brought him to thy disciples, and 
they could not cure him.’’—Matthew 
17:16. 


HESE are the words of a disap- 

pointed, grief-stricken father. 

That father had a son who was 
afflicted and handicapped. He had 
heard of miraculous cures wrought by 
a person named Jesus, and had come 
with great hope in search of him. He 
had not found Jesus at first, but had 
found a group of nine of his followers 
and had asked their help. These men 
tried to cure the boy and failed. 

When Jesus and the other three dis- 
ciples came down from the Mount of 
Transfiguration they found a scene of 
great confusion—the nine disciples, the 
father with his son, and a great crowd 
of curiosity-seekers milling about. As 
soon as Jesus appeared the father ran 
to him, knelt before him, and begged 
him to have mercy on his lunatic son. 
And he then added the solemn words of 
our text: “I brought him to thy dis- 
ciples, and they could not cure him.” 

When one studies the whole story 
there are certain facts which stand out 
very prominently: That father had ex- 
pected help from the disciples of Jesus. 
Jesus indicated that the disciples should 
have been able to help the man. He 
also explained their failure. They had 
failed the father because they had failed 
in their own devotional life. They 
failed to help the man because they had 
failed to develop their own spiritual 
lives as they should have done. These 
same things might well be said of the 
church and its people today. 

The world does expect certain things 
of the church and its members. Here 
is an illustration of that fact from a sur- 
prising source. A _ certain religious 
paper printed a ‘‘Letter to the Editor’”’ 
from a group of prisoners in a state 
penitentiary. They said they had been 
reading the paper. ‘‘When you recall 
the thousands of churches built, the mil- 
lions of sermons preached, the billions 
of prayers uttered, the great world war, 
and the present conditions in the world, 
do you,” they asked, “deep down in 
your soul, feel that the Christian relig- 
ion has established an understandable, 
workable relationship with God? If 
‘yes,’ then why all this suffering and 
sorrow? If ‘no,’ then what has the 
Christian religion to offer humanity?” 

Men are asking questions like those. 
T think they have a right to ask them, 
in spite of the fact that in many cases 
they are not fair to the church in their 
judgments. Such questions, whether or 
not they are fair. should cause Christian 
People to think very soberly as to what 
the world has a right to expect, and 
whether they are meeting the needs of 
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By LOCKE WHITE 
* 


the world. Let us ask ourselves what 
the world expects of us. 


I. The World Expects from the Church 
a Solution to the Problem of Sin 


The average person outside the 
church would be surprised at that state- 
ment, and might even deny that he is 
concerned about sin. One of the best- 
known magazine editors in America has 
been quoted as saying that 90% of the 
people say they believe in God, but only 
five per cent say they believe in the for- 
giveness of sin. We may wonder 
whether he was quoted accurately. It 
is hard to believe that in Christian lands 
only five per cent of the people believe 
in the possibility of forgiveness of sin. 
It is easy to believe that only five per 
cent feel the need of forgiveness. It is 
certainly true that hosts of people are 
not seriously concerned about their own 
sins, for the reason that they lack a true 
sense of sin. 

On the other hand most people are 
deeply concerned about conditions exist- 
ing in our world today. That letter 
from the prisoners asked: ‘‘Why all this 
suffering and sorrow?” Serious-minded 
people are constantly pointing to evil 
conditions and are asking why the 
church hasn’t done something about 
those evils. In other words, persons 
who are not concerned about SIN are 
greatly troubled about the effects and 
results of sin, without realizing the true 
cause. Our age needs this warning from 
a well-known minister: 

“Underline this: SINIS REAL. Per- 
sonal and social sin is as terribly real 
as our forefathers said it was... . And 
it leads men to damnation as they said 
it did, no matter how much we may 
change their way of picturing it.” 

Dr. James Denney once summarized 


the problems of the world in these 


words: “There is in truth only one re- 
ligious problem in the world—the ex- 
istence of sin; and one religious solu- 
tion of it, the Atonement, in which the 
love of God bears the sin, taking it in 
all its terrible reality upon itself.”’ 

A modern writer has said, ‘‘Therve is 
no cure for a bad heart.’’ The world 
would be in a bad way, if that were 
true. There are plenty of bad hearts! 
But the Bible gives a more hopeful 
word. It says: ‘I will take away the 
stony heart out of their flesh, and will 
give them a heart of flesh.’”’ It says 
also: ‘“‘Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool.” It tells us that the Father- 
God is always ready to receive the peni- 
tent prodigal and restore him to full 
sonship and a new life. 

The world may not be consciously 
asking us for the solution to the prob- 
lem of sin, but that is its need and it 
has a right to expect us to give it that 
solution. 


Il. The World Expects the Church to 
Help Men Find God 


That letter from the prisoners recog- 
nized the need for what they called ‘‘an 
understandable, workable relationship 
with God.” At that point they were 
more intelligent in their thinking about 
the problems of the world than many 
people are. They had at least some in- 
sight as to what is the fundamental 
need of the world. If the church can- 
not establish that ‘‘workable relation- 
ship with God” then it hasn’t anything 
to offer to humanity. 

An English layman was walking out- 
side his village late one Sunday after- 
noon when he suddenly came upon a 
band of gypsies. They mistook him for 
a minister, and an aged gypsy woman 
came up to act as spokesman for the 
group. She said: “Sir, tell us about 
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God, for we are a sinful people, and we 
need God.” 

The need is universal, but not all peo- 
ple recognize the need. That man was 
a layman, but Jesus expects all Chris- 
tians, laymen as well as ministers, to 
help men find God. 

If you have seen a reproduction of 
Raphael’s last painting, ‘“‘The Trans- 
figuration,’’ you may remember that the 
different 
The upper part shows Jesus on 
the Mount of Glory along with the two 
heavenly visitors and the three friends 
of the inner circle. Below is the scene 
at the foot of the mountain—the father 
with the afflicted son, the nine disciples, 
and part of the crowd. It is most signifi- 
cant that of the group at the foot of the 
mountain not a single individual is lift- 
ing his eyes to the mountain top, from 
whence their help must come. There 
are two hands pointing in that general 
direction, but for the most part they 
seem to have nothing to offer but their 
sympathy. Yet that father might never 
have found Jesus if he had not first 
found the disciples. Admittedly, the 
church is doing less than it should, but 
it is helping some men to find God. 


one canvass pictures two 


scenes. 


Til. The World Expects the Church to 
Show it a Better Type of Men and 
Women 

The world may not speak out its ex- 
pectations on the first two points, but 
it is embarrassingly vocal on this point. 
The non-church-members are unmerci- 
ful in the manner in which they tell us 
of our failures here. A Jewish rabbi 
said to a Christian minister who was 
his friend: “The trouble is that you 
Christians claim to have all the me- 
chanics of salvation, but you don’t act 
saved.’’ How sadly true is the charge 
in many cases! 

In its early history the church did 
show that better type of person to the 
world. Gibbon, the historian, gave five 
reasons for the rapid growth of the 
church in the early years, and one of 
those reasons was ‘“‘the high ethical code 
of its first followers.” It is undeniably 
true that the church is retarded in its 
work today by the fact that the world 
often fails to see much difference he- 
tween the Christian and the unbeliever 
in the matter of daily conduct. 

I thank God that the world does hold 
high standards of judgment of us. I am 
glad it demands that we produce the 
fruits of righteousness. It does not de- 
mand perfection of us. But it does have 
a right to demand that we show higher 
motives and desires than are current 
among unbelievers. 

Dr. Robt. B. McClure, a medical mis- 
sionary of the United Church of Canada, 
told a thrilling story of an incident that 
occurred in West China during the dark 
days when it looked as though Japan 
would overwhelm China. He was at a 
hospital two days’ journey from the 
front, when a pretty Chinese nurse came 
and asked him to write out a health 
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permit that would enable her to join a 
motor convoy that was about to start 
out for the front lines. Dr. McClure 
knew something of her history. He 
knew that some months before she had 
received a shrapnel wound in her chest 
while trying to protect some wounded 
soldiers during an air raid. He knew 
that that wound was stil! draining. He 
told the young nurse that she was not 
physically fit to go anywhere, let alone 
to the front. This was her reply: ‘Fit 
or no fit, Doc, they’re having a hot time 
at the front, and, after all, they expect 
an awful lot of us Christians!’’ Two 
weeks later dead, ‘‘due to 
enemy action,” the report said. Yes, 
the world expects an awful lot of us 
Christians! Are we “letting the world 
down’’? 


she was 


1V. The World Expects the Church to 
Lead a Campaign for a Better World. 


The church cannot be satisfied with 
the saving of individual souls. Reinhold 
Niebuhr, in one of his earliest bocks, 
tells of seeing a sign in front of a 
church which said: ‘“‘This Church Will 
Go Out of Business When Every Man 
in Detroit Becomes a Christian.”’ There 
are two weaknesses in that sign. First, 
it fails to take into account the differ- 
ence hetween a mere Christian and a 
fully-matured and _ perfectly-developed 
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Christian. There are no Christians who 
are “finished products.”” Thus every 
church still has much work to do in the 
development and nurture of those who 
are already Christians. 

The second weakness was in the as- 
sumption that the boundary line of its 
responsibility was identical with the city 
limits of Detroit. ‘“‘The field is the 
world,’”’ and no church has finished its 
work until the whole world becomes 
truly Christian. How much work there 
is yet to be done, both in the hearts and 
lives of individual Christians, and in the 
sharpening of consciences of individuals 
and of society in its larger units! The 
church cannot remain insensible to hu- 
man suffering in any part of the world, 
It cannot close its eyes to injustice and 
cruelty. Above all it dare not lose sight 
of the Lord’s command to “make dis- 
ciples of all nations.’’ 

Let us not lose sight of Jesus’ ex- 
planation of our weakness and failure 
as Christians. The disciples asked: 
“Why could not we cast him out?” 
Jesus replied ‘‘Because of your unbelief. 
If ye had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed... .” Then he reminded them 
that strong faith does not ‘‘just happen.” 
It must be developed by prayer. 

Our most serious trouble is that we 
are more at home in the valley with the 
world than on the mountain top with 
Jesus. 


Gold Chains 


By HALFORD BE. LUCCOCK* 


“Bound by gold chains 
About the feet of God"’ 


UPPOSE we begin with a_ book 
which is so often a source of spir- 
itual understanding, a concord- 

ance to the Bible. Look up the words 

“pray” and “prayer’’ and see how many 

Book of Acts 

und in the letters of Paul, and others. 


times they occur in the 


It will be a fascinating adventure, and 
a surprise. There are many scores of 
places where 
marked the 


church. 


prayer occurs. 

first beginning of the 
When the little group of dis- 
ciples gathered in Jerusalem after the 
resurrection, ‘‘with one accord they de- 
voted themselves to prayer’ (Acts 
1:14). After Pentecost they devoted 
themselves to ‘‘teaching and fellowship 
and prayers’’ (Acts 2:43). So before 
and during every there was 
prayer. All through the stirring story, 
prayer was the channel by which the 
power of God came into the life of the 
fellowship. It was the background 
music of all the action. 


Prayer 


crisis; 


It is always a striking thing to see an 
invisible power at work. 
it in the erection of 


We often see 
a large building. 


*Faculty, Yale Divinity School. 


The arm of a great crane will reach 
down and pick up stones weighing sev- 
eral tons and swing them easily and ac- 
curately through the air. We do not 
see the power. We merely see what it 
does. 

So with prayer. There is the action 
of an invisible Power lifting life up by 
what calls ‘‘gold chains.” 
Just as in the mighty crane, there is 
communication of power. We can no 
more understand the history of the early 
Christian Church if we leave out the 
power of prayer than we can understand 
the flowering of a garden or the ripen- 
ing of a grain field if we leave out en- 
tirely the action of the sun on the earth. 
“The Lord is a sun’; prayer is a chan- 
nel in which that life-giving force brings 
growth and fruit. 

That has been true in all the centuries 
of Christian history. Richard Roberts 
has written truly, ‘“‘The redemption of 
western Europe from the hell of the 
Dark Ages began with a small group of 
men who had dedicated themselves to 
an ordered life of prayer and Christian 
practice.” 


Tennyson 


The spiritual experience of 
John Wesley, which was a great force 
in the beginning of the Evangelical Re- 
vivai in eighteenth century England, oc- 
curred in a little meeting for prayer in 
Aldersgate Street in London. The for- 
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eign missionary awakening in America 
had at least a large part of its beginning 
in a prayer meeting of a few students 


peside a haystack in Williamstown, 
Massachusetts. 
Look at two great dangers or ob- 


stacles by which the possible power of 
prayer may be prevented from playing 
its part in the life of a person ora 
church. 

1. Prayer may become, and often does 
become, an empty formality .... 

2. The wrong kind of prayer brings 
no power. The begging prayer which 
keeps saying ‘“‘Me! Me! Me!”’ with the 
selfish insistence thumping all the way 
through like a flat wheel on a railroaa 
car is not true prayer at all.... 


* * * 


Let us think of some procedures 
which may help to make prayer a con- 
tinual power. There are two things 
about prayer which may seem to be con- 
tradictory, but which are not. The first 
is that if prayer is only a habit, it may 
be a useless formality. The second is 
that if prayer never becomes a habit, it 
can easily drop out of life entirely. 

1. Many people have found it a great 
help to associate some place they pass 
every day with the habit of prayer. One 
man in an eastern city has told that the 
daily necessity of walking across the 
city green twice a day has given him the 
opportunity to pray. The walk takes 
two minutes. So he has “prayed him- 
self across the green’’—four minutes of 
prayer a day. 

2. Some others have found practical 
help to the practice of prayer by objects 
that give concreteness to petition. Thus 
photographs of those near and dear to 
us, though perhaps far distant phy- 
sically, may serve as guides for petition 
and intercession. One by one we can 
lift them up to God, asking for his 
guidance and care in those lives. ... 

Another man reports that he has 
found a globe of real service in prayer. 
He keeps it in a corner of a room in his 
house, and often as he slowly turns it 
around, he makes intercession for the 
peoples in different parts of the world 
which pass in imagination before his 
eyes—all members of the one family of 
God. It is also a reminder that God so 
loved a globe—a whole globe—that he 
gave his only-begotten son. Others 
have even made use of a morning news- 
paper, which often brings to mind peo- 
ple who stand in very great need. 

No thought about prayer can be com- 
plete which does not go back to Jesus. 
Again and again, ‘‘He went out into a 
lonely place, and there prayed’? (Mark 
1:35). That, for Jesus, was the secret 
of his sustained life and power, the op- 
ening of his soul to the unseen force of 
his environment—-God. It is, for all of 
us, the secret of the sustained life of the 





spirit. There can be no fulfillment of 
life without the ‘lonely place” of 
prayer. But we must make that lonely 
place. Nothing that enriches and em- 


powers life ever just ‘‘happens.”’ 
made. 


It is 
Jesus never just ‘‘happened” to 
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find himself alone. He went out to put 
a stout fence around some corner of 
time and space. The crowded life which 
never does that has no means of re- 
newal, of cleansing, of fortification. 
Private prayer is beautifully pictured in 
Keats’ line, ‘‘I stood tiptoe upon a little 
hill.” 

Jesus did it in Galilee. 
anywhere. 


You can do it 


—tThe First Fine Careless Rapture. 
Dept. of Evangelism, National Council 
of Churches. 


® 
ASSEMBLY REPORTS 


Reports of business to come before 
the General Assembly, in addition to 
those in this issue, which have appeared 
in these columns are as follows: 

Presbyterian Reunion, Mar. 
April 7. 

Insurance, Apr. 21. 

Marriage, Divorce, Re-Marriage, May 


23, 31, 


5. 
Higher Education, May 5. 
Church Extension, May 5. 
Christian Relations, May 12. 
Others coming each week. 


PICTURE-OF-THE-MONTH* 


Belles on Their Toes 


The story of the Gilbreth family told 
in ‘‘Cheaper by the Dozen” (Picture of 
the month for June, 1950) continues in 
‘‘Belles on Their Toes,’’ a 20th Century- 
Fox production. The sequel may be a 
little less exuberant than the first pic- 
ture,, but it is imbued with the same 
‘‘all for one one for all’’ spirit. 

Jane, youngest of the children, like 
all the others has acquired a college 
education. Her graduation is the 
springboard for the film. giving her 
mother, Dr. Lillian Gilbreth, reason to 
recall the family’s life since her hus- 
band’s death. While Dr. Gilbreth was 
proving to industry that a woman can 
be successful in a ‘‘man’s’”’ world, the 
“dozen’’ were growing in body, spirit, 
knowledge, social grace and achieve- 
ment. They have learned to live to- 
gether and to keep their individualities 
while sharing responsibilties for the 
welfare of the group. 

This picture offers happy viewing, de- 
picting as it does a family blessed with 
esprit de corps, affection and mutual re- 
spect. ‘‘Keeping the family together,” 
building a feeling of group security and 
responsibility is an eminently worth- 
while theme. 

A number of the actors who played in 
the first picture are together in this 
one. Myrna Loy remains the gracious 
mother with love, courage and ambition. 
Edward Arnold is a blustery industrial- 





*Rated by Protestant Motion Picture 
Council, 





ist she tames gently. Hoagy Carmichael 
is Tom, the general factotum with a 
yearning for ‘‘home brew” which he 
never consumes because it explodes be- 
fore maturity. 

A good family film of unquestionable 
entertainment. FOR: Family. 


ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN (Para- 
mount). This is a vital and inspiring 
story of an uninhibited group of immi- 
grants. The manner in which they give 
much more than they receive in true 
comprehension of what America means 
is a constructive object lesson in democ- 
racy. The plot centers around a young 
Georgian from Southern Russia who ar- 
rives in the U. S. with ideals, courage 
and initiative. His confidence in the 
right and his desire to take roots lead 
him to the right place and the right 
girl. The sincerity and naturalness of 
an excellently chosen cast are impres- 
sive. The film is emotionally satisfy- 
ing and_ socially’ significant. FOR: 
Family. 


PRIDE OF ST. LOUIS (20th Century- 
Fox). This well-acted story of the ir- 
repressible idol of baseball fans, ‘‘Dizzy 
Dean,’’ shows his spectacular rise from 
barefoot player in Arkansas to the 
“Pride of St. Louis.’’ He is over-confi- 
dent and a law unto himself until an in- 
jury causes him to face life realistic- 
ally. He learns to take disappoint- 
ments and success in stride. Family 
loyaity, integrity and friendship are 
shown as_ desirable’ characteristics. 
Drinking and gambling are discouraged. 
FOR: Family. 


No report... 


NO REASON .. ?.. 


An ad interim committee appointed 
by instruction of the 1951 Assembly will 
report to the Charleston meeting that 
it has not met, has no report. 

In fact, it says, despite ‘‘diligent in- 
quiry ... as to the specific intention’”’ 
of the Assembly in regard to its assign- 
ment, it could discover nothing. 

The assignment had to do with a 
study of synodical boundaries, with a 
view to possible adjustments of any nec- 
view to possible adjustments of any 
lines of separation. 

But, the committee declares, the 
stated clerks of all synods were polled 
and they could think of no changes that 
were either necessary or desirable. 
Particular. inquiry was made in the Sy- 
nod of Tennessee, where overtures orig- 
inated last year that provoked the de- 
bate, and in the adjoining Synod of 
Appalachia, but in all its endeavors the 
committee discovered only one sugges- 
tion as to the realignment of any boun- 
daries. 

So, it says, it saved the Assembly the 
expense of meeting. 
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EDITORIAL 





OMISSTON—Loss of a line of type here 

last week caused an unfortunate 
omission from the list of the five pro- 
fessors in Presbyterian (U.S. and USA) 
colleges winning the major Ford Fellow- 
ships. This made Professor Abernethy 
appear to teach history instead of philo- 
sophy and it omitted Edward O. Guer- 
rant, also of Davidson, who won a fel- 
lowship for study in the field of history 

* * ~ 

TURNING AWAY? 

fundamentalist” 


One ot the ‘fightin’ 

little 
Metho- 
In commenting on the recent San 


papers gets 
comfort from the advances of 
dism. 
Francisco general conference, and par- 
ticularly, the comprehensive address and 
challenge of the 70 bishops delivered by 
Bishop Kern,, the paper says (with more 
“The 


The country is 


wishful thinking than substance) 
bishops are under fire 
obviously reacting, Methodists are. re 
fusing to give, and many are turning 
Evidently a 

Methodist 
churches in 1951 gave to all causes 10% 
more ($24,000,000) than they did the 
From 1944 to 1948 they 


away from the church.” 


few facts were overlooked: 


year before. 
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secured $27,000,000 on a $25,000,000 
goal for world relief and rehabilitation, 
in addition to almost $24,000,000 for 
world service. For the next quadren- 
nium they have adopted a_ world ser- 
vice goal of $38,640,000. Furthermore, 
you should see how people are staying 
away: The bishops pointed out, “No 
quadrennium in all our history has 
equaled the record made in evangelism 
during these last four years. Our near- 
est estimate indicates that 1,209,802 
people have joined the church on pro- 
fession of faith.’”’ Peculiar way to re- 
fuse to give and turn away from the 
church, don’t you think? 
* - ~ 

RADIO AWARD. ‘“‘The Pastor’s Study,” 

midnight telephone radio program 
technique which is being followed in a 
number of cities, was inagurated in At- 
lanta, according to our information, by 
Arthur V. 
church 


Gibson, of our Morningside 
there. The Atlanta program 
Was recently cited by the Institute for 
Education by Radio ‘for taking radio 
time ordinarily discarded and present- 
ing a program of such uniquely worth- 
while purpose and so inherently timely. 
Praise is due both the pastor and the 
station,”’ the said, ‘‘for the 
worth of the idea and the courage to 


citation 


violate many supposed rules of good ra- 
dio to bring a program of such timely 
value to many who, it may be supposed, 
would seldom if ever listen to the more 
usual religious program.” 
* * ” 
RELIGIOUS NEWS. Another citation 
(see above) went to ‘‘Religion at the 
News Desk,’”’ sponsored by the New 
Haven, Conn., Council of Churches and 
from a New Haven staticn. 
The citation pointed to its ‘‘constructive 


broadcast 


approach along with the suggested pos- 
sibility that the listener can do some- 
thing about the problems that are dis- 
The script for this program, by 
broad- 


cussed. 
the way, is available for local 
casts across the country and a_ good 
many communities get the benefit of it, 
thanks to the vision and energy of pas- 
tors here and there. 
7. - 7 

BUTTRICK BOOK—George A. Butt- 

rick’s new book, Faith and Education 
(cover, May 12) has this paragraph in 
its Foreword which will be of interest in 
our church and particularly in Texas: 
“These four chapters are not lectures, 
but they so began. In original form 
they were delivered at and for the Cen- 
tennial Celebration at Austin College, 
Sherman, Texas. TI shall not soon for- 
get the packed civie auditorium and the 





NEXT WEEK 


More Assembly reports. 
Complete list of commissions. 
Other important Assembly fea- 


tures. 


close attention to the discussion of a 


not-too-easy theme. Nor shall I forget 
the singing of the college choir: “thrijj- 
ing’’ would be too contemporaneous and 
shallow a word, for the music was an 
enthusiasm (en theos) in both excel. 
lence and motive. The kindness of the 
president of the college, Dr. W. B. 
Guerrant, was characteristic in him, but 
a grateful memory indeed to a strange, 
who thus was welcomed as a friend.” 
: * * * 
WE TELL OF TORCH—For some time 
we have intended giving our editorial] 
support to one of the best organizations 
for professional men of which we know. 
It is the Torch Club, called international 
because of clubs in both the U. S. and 
Canada. 

Although the organization is more 
than 25 years old, it is not widely known 
throughout our constituency, because of 
its dignified and restrained policies and 
because most of its 70-odd clubs are lo- 
cated in the northeastern states and in 
the Mid-West.. Eighteen of the clubs 
are in cities and/or near college towns 
across the South. 

But why, you may ask, are we telling 
about such an organization here? For 
one thing, we do so because we think is 
would be a good thing for some of our 
ministers and leading Presbyterian pro- 
fessional men to introduce the Torch 
program into their own cities. Further- 
more, we have been impressed by our 
observation of local and national meet- 
ings where a distinct religious emphasis 
was not feared, but rather was quite 


positive, and, indeed, where’ many 
churchmen take leading parts. 
Furthermore, the _ so-called Torch 


ideal is needed to stimulate wider know- 
ledge of specialized fields and to sup- 
port democratic processes in our midst. 
The world is full of organizations, but 
this one, with its October to June once- 
a-month meetings, usually held in the 
early evening will conflict with few 
other scheduled activities. (One club 
meets at 5:45; eats, hears a paper, en- 
gages in a full and free discussion, and 
adjourns before 8.) 

It would be a wholesome thing, we 
think, for all concerned to see groups 
of well-chosen professional men (from 
25 eategories) come together in every 
community under this objective: 


“To give to the members of the dif- 
ferent learned professions the opportun- 
ity of meeting together in the spirit of 
fellowship, to prevent the narrowing 
tendencies of specialization by develop- 
ing a breadth of thought and culture. 
and to foster the highest standards of 
professional ethies and civie well-being.” 


With so much in our world that is 
working for misunderstanding, division 
and confusion, we'd like to encourage 
and commend this good effort to build 
fellowship and understanding in our 
communities and in the world. 

An inquiry addressed to Dr. Sherman 
G. Crayton, 151 Irving Terrace, Ken- 
more 23, N. Y.. will bring additional in- 


formation about the Torch Clubs. 
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GIVING MEN A CHANCE TO THINK 


Group Dynamics in Action 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





nee 


“Two are better than one.” 


OU KNOW what to expect of the 

meeting of any average and typi- 

cal men’s church group. They are 
mostly staid and sober middle-aged men, 
with a sprinkling of younger men and 
some grey heads too. They gather, gen- 
erally later than the program has an- 
nounced, for some desultory conversa- 
tion. The visiting speaker, if attentive, 
can hear one brother ask another, 
“Who’s speaking tonight?”’ It is always 
taken for granted that there can’t be a 
supper without a speech. And if the 
speaker’s name is known and men- 
tioned, the next question, usually un- 
answered, is ‘‘Who’s he?”’ Oh well, pro- 
gram chairmen have their troubles and 
no doubt deserve credit for having 
fished up a speaker at all. Some kind 
of speech is as inevitable as some kind 
of salad. 

Then after filled, 
and maybe after some un-spontaneous 
singing, and when the edge of the eve- 
ning is worn down by the business meet- 
ing, the speaker is introduced. He may 
be witty or dull, pious or pagan, wise or 
foolish, 
and as such he receives the same polite 
attention that these men. give the 
preacher on Sunday. Nobody adds a 
footnote to his remarks, nobody chal- 
lenges him, no one so much as asks a 
question. The men just sit there, patient- 
ly taking it. After all, there are no free 
meals in this world, and listening to a 
talk is part of what you pay for coming 
out to the men’s supper. 

When all is over, the men tell the 
speaker what they told the ladies in the 
kitchen: they They have 
been enjoying speeches once a month for 
years until it has become a habit. What 
the Speaker must often wonder about 
is: Do they remember it? It wouldn't 
The Speaker has 


everyone is well 


but anyway he is the Speaker 


enjoyed it. 


he safe to bet on it. 
perhaps said (it’s a favorite opening 
gambit), ‘“‘I should like to think with 
you....’ But he does most of his 
thinking without them. They didn’t 
come there to think, they came to listen. 

Now these men are not unintelligent 
—far from it. One of the most fatal 
errors that can be made by preachers 
or those who make their living in class- 
rooms is underestimating the _ intelli- 
gence of the non-professional man. The 


problem is: How can the men’s group 
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put that intelligence to work? Surely 
the mind has something better to do 
than open up and swallow like a fish 
taking its dinner. How can men be in- 
duced to think? 


HE PRESENT WRITER ran into 

a meeting of a different kind not 

long ago. It was not a Presby- 
terian group, but it was just the kina 
of crowd you would find in the ordinary 
small Presbyterian church, whether in 
a small town or a minor church in a 
large city. A minority of professional 
men, and no high-brows; not what any- 
one would label an intellectual crowd. 
But they came prepared to think, and 
think they did. 


The speaker had been coached be- 
forehand as to what to expect. He was 
to speak for not more than 15 minutes, 
and rather to open up the subject than 
to cover it. (How many speeches do 
cover the subject—clear out of sight!) 
He was also to prepare, in advance, a 
number of questions related to his talk, 
which would be used as the basis of a 
discussion. 

When he had finished his remarks, 
the group, numbering about 25, broke 
up into five small groups, each provided 
with the same list of questions. For 
thirty minutes or more these little 
groups talked over the questions, and 
at the end of that time they all recon- 
vened. Sach group had appointed its 
spokesman, and each of these gave in 
turn the findings of his five or six men 
on the questions under discussion. The 
acted as chairman of this part 
of the meeting, and had wide 
awake to keep up with the men, 
to bring together the various reactions 
putting the 


speaker 
to stay 
trying 


from the various groups, 
whole thing together to find, as the 
Quakers would say, the “sense of the 
meeting.” 

By the time the evening was over 
every man there had done not only some 
thinking but some talking about the 
matter in hand; and an hour and a quar- 
ter sped by faster than thirty minutes 
of the average speech. Nobody said he 
enjoyed it; but they all obviously did 
enjoy it. And they did it (said the min- 
ister) every month. 
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HIS is capable of any number of 

variations, but the main point is 

the men actually take part. A 
‘“‘discussion’’ in a solid group of 25 or 
more doesn’t get at it as these small 
groups do; in a large number only a 
few take part, or else it turns into a sort 
of free-for-all pandemonium. 

The name of the thing is ‘group dy- 
namics’’; the name is new but the thing 
is old. It was the method of the great 
teachers. It was above all the method 
of Jesus. A reading of the Gospels in 
any translation using modern punctu- 
ation like quotation marks will show 
how seldom he lectured, how often he 
conversed. 

Our Lord attended a good many din- 
ners of one kind or another, and he al- 
ways spoke. But would what he said 
have been remembered so well if he had 
done all the talking? 


Gift-of-the-Week 





Montreat 


MAY 18-25: <A. special gift 
through your church treasury or 
sent directly to the Mountain Re- 
treat Association, Montreat, N. C. 
It will not be news to our readers that 

we look upon Montreat as a great insti- 
tution. We are grateful for its signifi- 
cant service throughout its past history 
and we look upon its potential service 
in the future as unique. 

Much has been accomplished there in 
recent years, as the annual report to 
the General Assembly has made clear— 
and as anyone who has been there can 
see. Still much remains to be done— 
much in the way of equipment and much 
also of an intangible, but real, char- 
acter. 

Many of the pressing needs of this 
conference center of our church can be 
provided for with more money. The last 
Sunday in May is designated by the As- 
sembly as ‘‘Montreat Day.” At that 
time it is important that individuals 
and groups in our churches or inde- 
pendently offer their gifts to help pro- 
vide a substantial basis for the conduct 
of this important work. 

All of us doubtless have many im- 
provements in mind for Montreat as it 
increases its effective service for the 
church. One improvement that is read- 
ily seen as important is adequate funds. 
Your gift at this season will help toward 
that desired goal. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


BOARDS ARE BEING URGED TO 
LOCATE OFFICES IN ATLANTA 


More definite proposals for all boards 
of the General 





Assembly to centralize 
their offices in Atlanta were made at the 
recent meeting of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education in Richmond. (The 
Board of Annuities and Relief in Louis- 
ville has already voted favorably on the 
idea and the Board of World Missions 
in Nashville has it under consideration. } 


Charles J. Currie, Atlanta layman, 
spoke to the boards in urging their 
favorable response. It is understood 


that no action on this subject is being 
proposed to the coming General Assem- 
bly early in June. 


Cxperience or 
1 ? 
Expeument 4 
Often men and women name 
an inexperienced individual to 


be executor of their wills, and 
thus risk costly mistakes. 








Virginia Trust Company has 
faithfully served the people 
of Virginia as the experi- 
enced executor, guardian and 
trustee for 60 years. We cor- 
dially invite your inquiry. 


Virginia Trust Company 
821 E. Main St. i) Richmond,Va. 











LeRoy P. Burney, who has been serv- 
ing the division of men’s work, beca:re 
director of officer training in the same 
division on May 1. 

William P. Anderson, also of the edu- 
cation staff, is now to be director of 


adult program supervision in the di- 
vision of men’s work, in addition to his 
young adult and family life responsi- 
bilities for the board. 

Although its mid-summer meeting 
had been cancelled in an effort to save 
money, the board has re-scheduled the 
meeting because of pressing needs. 

Titles of regional directors have been 
changed so that they are now to be 
Regional Directors of Christian Educa- 
tion, with responsibility for the board’s 
full program in the synods. W. Norman 
Cook will continue to coordinate this 
work as director of the Central Depart- 
ment of Field Service. 

Morris D. Warren, formerly associate, 
was named director of the Department 
of Church School Administration. 

Cc. W. Krause, of Vesuvius, Va., is the 
new supervisor of audio-visual aids. He 
fs a graduate of the University of Rich- 
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R. T. L. 





KING COLLEGE 


Christian influences 
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Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
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EXCHANGE PULPITS 


e@Johnstown, N. Y., 240 mbs. Most peo- 
ple of congregation have Czech back- 
ground. Near lakes of Adironacks, 7 


July, Aug. Sundays; anywhere not too far 
from ocean. Manse excg. P. C. Toureille, 
314 W. Main St., Johnstown, N. Y. 

@Williamstown, W. Va., 150 mbs., 1 mi. 
Mariatta College. 4-5 July, Aug. Sundays; 
N. C., S. C., Fla. (mear Miami). Mange 
excg. Luther Macdonald, 433 Williams 
Ave., Williamstown, W. Va. 





mond, Colgate-Rochester Seminary, and 
has taken graduate work in audio-visua] 
education at the University of Virginia, 

The movement toward production of 
a joint Presbyterian hymnal continues 
to gain momentum. Edward D. Grant 
reported that the Presbyterian, USA, 
board has taken favorable action on 
matching the U. S. board’s 374%4.% of 
the development cost of the hymnal, 
with the United Presbyterians and Re- 
formed Church in America sharing the 
remaining costs. (See also page 3.) 

Presbyterian Men, organ of the men 
of the church, operating at a profit for 
14 months, was approved for publica- 
tion for a second year. 

Bettie Currie, of the staff of the youth 
division, will be given leave next fall to 
represent the church at the third world 
conference of Christian youth, Travan- 
core, India. 

The board has approved the plan of 
providing at least one board member's 
attendance at each General Assembly in 
order that he may furnish necessary in- 


formation. W. T. Thompson will rep- 
resent the agency at the Charleston 
meeting. 

Higher Education allocations were 


approved as follows: Student Challenge 
Fund: Synod of Alabama, $5,000; 
Synod of Missouri for Columbia equip- 
ment, $10,000: University church, 
Texas, $5,000; Negro church in Nash- 
ville, $5,000. 

Other allocations: Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, $5,000, for its accreditation 
by Southern Association; five per cent 
of actual cash increase in endowment, 
Lees-McRae, $5,165; Mitchell College, 
$500. 

The seminary challenge fund, to be 
divided according to the support given 
by the synods to the respective semi- 
naries, amounts to $6,229. 
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that Christianity supplies. ‘ 


“Montreat is the center of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
It serves in keeping the program of the Church unified. I don’t 
see how we could get along without it.”—Miss Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, Secretary of the Woman’s Work, Atlanta. 

“A wonderful institution for religious and educational work. 
It is the most important thing in the Southern Church.’—Rev. 
Cc. R. Gleason, Pastor, Louisville. 


dy 
«if 


# 
2 EFF 


> 
ate 


Here life’s problems are faced in the oot — 
. , oes ial a . 
light of the best knowledge and faith 4 « ng 3 Fi ae * 





— 
-iv 


™ . 


“Montreat serves as a great center to the Southern Presby- 


terian Church. It is of great benefit to the ministers of the 
Church, as they are able to have fellowship with other minis- 
ters from all over the South. Its conferences are of great in- 


spirational value.”’’—Rev. J. MeDowell Richards, President, 
Decatur. 


Only the Limits of Space Prevent Reproducing Many More 


1952 CONFERENCES 


YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE ............. June 23-27 
Rev. W. P. Anderson, Presbyterian Building, 
8 N. 6th St., Richmond, Va. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIA- 
EE ik Keo Barna a> ew ew ee ake & wl ee oe eee June 24-30 
Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, Presbyterian Building, 
8 N. 6th St., Richmond 9, Va. 


WOMEN’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ......... June 26-July 1 
PRESBYTERIAL PRESIDENTS ............... July 1-2 
WOMEN’S TRAINING SCHOOL .............-- July 2-9 


Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Board of Women’s 
Work, Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 
MEN’S COUNCIL AND SUP’T. COUNCIL......... July 10 
BEETS COTIPIIIRIIOD g 0. occ cc ecicessiccscccss July 11-13 
Dr. S. J. Patterson, Presbyterian Building, 
8 N. 6th St., Richmond 9, Va. 
S. S. SUPERINTENDENT’S’ CONFERENCE ....July 11-13 
Rev. Morris D. Warren, Presbyterian Bldg., 
8 N. 6th St., Richmond 9, Va. 
DIRECTORS OF ' RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ....July 10-15 
Miss Stratton Lee, First Presbyterian Church, 
Columbus, Ga. 





EGRAWRRSTEEP SCHOOE: oo. 5 ccc ccc ceccwcces July 15-24 
Dr. D. B. Walthall, Presbyterian Building, 8 
N. 6th St., Richmond 9, Va. 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S COUNCELL .. .....cccccess July 17-24 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE .....July 24-August 1 
Rev. John S. McMullen, Presbyterian 
Bldg., 8 N. 6th St., Richmond 9, Va. 
CHILDREN’S WORK COUNCIL.............. July 25-28 
Mr. Roy A. Hogrefe, Presbyterian Bldg., 8 N. 
6th St., Richmond 9, Va. 
WORLD MISSION CONFERENCE ........... August 1-6 
Dr. D. J. Cumming, Board of World Missions, 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE ........... August 1-15 
Robert Thatcher, Montreat, N. C. 
BIBLE CONFERENCES . co ccc ccccsscccccces August 7-15 


Dr. J. R. McGregor, Montreat, N. C. 
CHURCH EXTENSION CONFERENCE .....August 15-22 
Rev. Charles H. Gibboney, Board of Church 
Ext., 605 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, 


Ga. 
STATED CLERKS ASSOCIATION ......... August 12-13 
Dr. Francis J. Brooke, Jr., Abingdon, Va. 
MINISTERS WIVES FORUM .............. August 12-14 


Mrs. Fred Hopkins, Rock Hill, S. C. 


HERE YOU WILL ENJOY COMPANIONSHIP OF THE BEST THAT PRESBYTERIANISM 
CAN BRING TOGETHER FOR YOUR JOY AND ENRICHMENT 
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* 
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EDUCATION * 
* * x 


RECREATION 
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MONTREAT PREPARATORY SCHOOL 


MONTREAT SUMMER CAMP FOR GIRLS 
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-~-CHRIST-CENTERED 


‘Your Money Means More for Your Daughter Here’”’ 
MONTREAT DAY—SUNDAY, MAY 25—APPOINTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
The General Assembly has authorized the receiving of a special offering for MONTREAT on 


MONTREAT DAY. 


Every dollar given will help in the larger opportunity for spiritual inspiration 


and blessing to the more than 30,000 people who come to MONTREAT each year. 


MONTREAT’S NEEDS FOR ENLARGEMENT ARE PRESSING 
YOUR GIFT NOW WILL MEAN MORE THAN AT ANY OTHER TIME 


Write for Information 


MAY i9, 1952 


@ Send Your Gift to 
J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President @ MONTREAT, N. C. 
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RADIO & TV 
USA Assembly 


Network radio and television pro- 
grams scheduled in connection with the 
Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly in 
New York are as follows (time is East- 
ern Standard): 

Wednesday, May 21, 11:45 a. m., Eu- 
gene Carson Blake, interview, Mutual; 
also, WOR, 10:15 p. m. 

Friday, May 23, 5:15 p. m., Frank T. 
Wilson, Howard University, CBS. 

Sunday, May 25, 9:00 a. m., Harrison 
Ray Anderson, Church of the Air, CBS. 





12:30 p. m., John Sutherland Bon- 


nell, National Vespers, ABC. 
4:00 p. m., Drama: ‘Lamp’; 
Thomas E. Whiteman, CBS-TV. 
5:20 p. m., Hermann 
Eben. C. Brink, 


Monday, May 26, 
ence N. Wright, 
10:15 p. m. 


Mutual; 


Tuesday, May 27, 11:45 a. m., Wm. J. 
8:15 D. 


Demorest, Mutual; also WOR, 
m. 
Edward wUdell 


Margaret 


1:00 p. m., 
viewed by Mary 
ABC. 

Wednesday, 
John A. 


May 28, 


Visser, Mutual; also 


and 


N. Morse, 
and College of the 
Ozarks Musical Ensemble, Dumont-TV. 
11:45 a. m., Clar- 
also WOR, 


inter- 
McBride, 


11:45 a. m. 
WOR, 





IN KOREA— 


the boy who can’t stop crying 


Kang Suk’s widowed mother, sitting on her doorway step, called him. 


Playing across the road from her, he pretended not to hear. 


He loved his 


mother but he did not want to stop playing. When she called again, he 


started toward her. 


And then it happened—a roar, thunder in his ears, 


the earth shook and he fell. When he got to his feet again and looked, his 
mother was gone, his home was gone. There was only smoke and burning 


debris. 
he knew she was in the flames and 


Calling, “mother,” he stumbled toward her but young as he was, 


he could not reach her. 


Kang Suk’s experiences from then on were much the same as thousands 
of other children. There was the trudging for mile after mile with the other 
refugees, all hungry, too. As he grew weaker, he stumbled more and more. 


But he kept walking and stumbling 





For information write to: 


Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke 


and—crying. Finally he was picked up 
by Operation Kiddie Car and flown 
with other dirty, ragged, vermin-in- 
fested boys and girls to a Christian 
Children’s Fund orphanage on Cheju 
Island. His teachers, the other chil- 
dren, even food does not interest him 
much. He seems to want to be alone 
and he stands by himself and crys. 
When he is spoken to, he only repeats, 
“I did not come when my mother 
called me and now she will not call 
me anymore.” 


How much tact, patience and love 
will it take to cause him to stop cry- 
ing? And what of the other thousands 
like him, who lost home and parents 
and have not been admitted to an er- 
phanage and still are homeless orphans, 
wandering and starving and freezing 
in the snow? Such children can be 
“adopted” by individuals and groups 
at ten dollars a month. The child will 
be cared for in a CCF orphanage- 
school. You will receive the child’s 
name, address, picture and information 
about the child. You can correspond 
with the child. You are not obligated 
to continue the “adoption” beyond a 
year, unless you should wish to do so. 
Gifts of any amount are very grate- 
fully accepted. 

CCF assists children in 26 orphan- 
ages in Korea and children may also 
be adopted, at the same cost, in CCF 
orphanage-schools in Brazil, Burma, 
Finland, Free China, India; Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, Lapland, Lebanon, 
Malaya, Mexico, Okinawa, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Puerto Rico, United States 
and Western Germany. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Union Seminary Will Award Seven 
Doctorates, 12 Masters, 52 Bachelors 





In addition to 52 Bachelor of Divin- 
ity degrees to be awarded to its Senior 
Class, Union Seminary in Virginia wil] 
also award seven Doctor of Theology 
and 12 Master of Theology degrees on 
May 20. C. Houston Patterson, of 
Westminster church, Bluefield, W. Va.,, 
will deliver the baccalaureate sermon 
and J. Rupert McGregor, of Montreat, 
N. C., will deliver the commencement 
address. The graduate degrees with the 
titles of theses are as follows: 

Doctorates 

Cc. Lloyd Arehart, Charles Town, W. 
Towards Personal Peace. 

Connolly C. Gamble, Jr., Richmond, 
Va., The Literature of Biblical Theology, 
1925-50. 

David A. Huffines, Jr., Cameron, N. 
C., Apostolic Preaching: A Study of the 
Sermons in the Acts. 

Wm. J. B. Livingston, Hampton, Va., 
Coal Miners and Religion; a Study of 
Logan County. 

John PD. MacLeod, Jr. Sweet Hall, Va., 
A Christian Doctrine of Human Rights. 

James M. McChesney, Jr., Goldsboro, 
N. ¢., The Meaning of Faith in the New 
Testament. 

Henry R. Mahler, Jr., Norton, Va., 
The History of Union Theological Semi- 
nary. 

Masters 

James S. Blain, Woodstock, Va., The 
Biblical Concept of Corporate Personal- 
ity. 

Everett K. Brown, Bryson City, N. C., 
An Interpretation of the Holy Spirit in 
the Acts. 

Richard R. Gammon, Dunn, N. C., 
Salvation as Appropriation: The Sub- 
jective Aspects of the Pauline Doctrine 
of the Atonement. 

Chas. W. McNutt, Charleston. W. Va., 
The Fundamentalism of J. Gresham 
Machen. 

Samuel PD. Maloney, Red Springs, N. 
C.. An Investigation of the Relationship 
between Mysticism and Reformed The- 
ology. 

James A. Marrow, Jr., Goochland C€ 
H., Va., The Holy Spirit in the Book of 
Acts. 

John Malcolm Murchison, Clarksville, 
Tenn., The Theology of Wm. Temple. 

Wm. B. Rogers, Richmond. Va., One 
Hundred Criminals: A case Study of 
Peniteniary Inmates and Their Chris- 
tian Experience. 

R. Davis Thomas, Richmond, Va., The 
Christian Doctrine of Sin. 

R. Murphy Williams, Jr.. Wilson, N. 
C.. The Doctrine of the Church in Au- 
gustine. 

James T. Womack, Jr., Richmond, 
Va., The Nature and Method of Exposi- 


tory Preaching, with Illustrations 
throuch Studies of the Corinthian 
Enistles. 
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BIBLE STUDY 


Christ’s Standard of Moral Purity 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 1, 1952 
Exodus 20:14; Mt. 5:27-32; Mark 10:2-12. 


This quarter we are considering 
Jesus’ interpretation of the Ten Com- 
mandments, those basic laws on which 
Western civilization is based. The first 
four commandments deal with man’s 
duty toward God; the remaining six 
with our duty toward man. First comes 
our obligation toward our parents, the 
primary commandment, on which to 
some extent all the rest depend; then 
four commandments designed to safe- 
guard man’s life, his home, his posses- 
sions and his reputation. The last one 
passes beyond overt acts and lays its 
hand upon that evil in man’s heart 
which is the root of so much evil in his 
life, “Thou shalt not covet.’’ The Sev- 
enth Commandment with which we are 
now concerned, flings up its ramparts 
around the home by emphasizing the 
sanctity and inviolability of the mar- 
riage tie. There are two fundamental 
injunctions: 


I. Regarding Adultery 


1. The Command. As G. Campbell 
Morgan says: ‘‘The actual words of the 
commandment are directed against the 
sin of unchastity, as violating the rights 
of the marriage relation. Its spirit em- 
phatically forbids all unchastity before 
or after marriage.”’ 

In Matthew 5:27-30 Jesus greatly ex- 
tends the scope of the commandment: 
“You have heard that it was said, You 
shall not commit adultery. But I say 
to you that everyone who looks ata 
woman lustfully (that is, with the pur- 
pose of lusting, of indulging lust in his 
imagination) has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.’’ 

The Old Testament prohibited the 
outward act. But Jesus points out that 
the real sin commences in the desire 
and intention cherished in the heart. 
Desire is natural and inevitable. Sin 
lies in harboring it and looking with 
lustful intent. 

Sensuality is fatal. It wrecks the 
body, enfeebles the mind and corrodes 
the heart. Therefore Jesus warns us, 
in strong and unforgettable figures of 
speech, to cast away the cause of stumb- 
ling, whatever it may cost. 

Our Shorter Catechism gathers up the 
Old Testament commandment with the 
teaching of Jesus and says: “The Sev- 
enth Commandment forbiddeth all un- 
chaste thoughts, words and actions. 
The Seventh Commandment requireth 
the preservation of our own and our 
neighbor’s chastity in heart, speech and 
behavior.” 

2. Its Need. The problem of sex is as 
old as the human race, and breaches of 
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this commandment have been common 
as have been those of the other nine. Is 
present day immorality worse than at 
other times in the world’s history? 
There are some who think so; there are 
others who would deny it; some who 
think that conditions were better when 
custom made sex a taboo subject; others 
who say “‘that our modern approach to 
sex With its removal of taboos has led 
to more normal relations between the 
sexes.’’ 

Certainly there are many influences 
tending to break down moral purity be- 
tween the sexes. Many parts of our 
society view sexual immorality lightly. 
A noted anthropologist recently stated 
that ‘‘there is nothing in man’s social 
experience to indicate that the ideal of 


premarital chastity has any scientific 
value.”’” The effect of such teaching on 
immature minds may be _ imagined. 


Modern literature and drama habitually 
portray promiscuity and illicit love with 
little or no moral censure. 

Leaders of the Fighting 69th Division 
of Chicago’s Inter-Student Catholic Ac- 
tion in their fight to uphold the ideals 
implied in the Seventh Commandment 
have compiled a list of the ‘‘ten most 
dangerous criminals” threatening the 
good interests of youth. 

The ten are: 


1. Proprietors of drug and book stores 
and concessionaries at bus and train de- 
pots or other places who sell or lend in- 
decent or lewd literature to curious or 
misled teen-agers. 

2. Theater owners and managers who 
are responsible for the booking and 
playing of immoral motion pictures and 
stage shows or who use advertising dis- 
plays that are immoral. 

3. Those individuals who are respon- 
sible for televising programs that have 
flagrantly suggestive scenes and inde- 
cent costuming or dialogue. 

4. Tavern or liquor store owners who 


“take cure’ of certain teen-age 
“friends”? by illegally supplying them 
with alcoholic beverages. 

5. Juke-box owners or radio disc- 


jockeys and record shops that sell, play, 
or allow to be played records with inde- 
cent or suggestive lyrics. 

6. The fashion designers, manufac- 
turers, buyers, and retailers who pro- 
mote and keep in stock low-cut, scanty 
and other suggestive feminine styles. 

7. The peddlers of dope who prey on 
human weakness and entice young peo 
ple to the enslavement of drugs. 

&. Advertisers who exploit sex and 
shock the sensibilities of decent citizens 
through crudely offensive articles and 
illustrations in newspapers and maga- 
zines and on posters and billboards. 

9. Parents and civic officials who fail 
in their duty to supervise, protect and 
better the environment of youth. 

10. Young people themselves who, 
through ignorance, weakness, or perver- 


sion are guilty of accepting, partaking, 
supporting, promoting or defending 
these other current evils or those re- 
sponsible for them. 


What would you or your class add to 
or delete from this list? 


II. Regarding Divorce 


Just what does the Bible teach about 
divorce and re-marriage? The answer 
is not altogether clear. Three of the 
Gospel writers—Matthew, Mark and 
Luke—report the reply of Jesus to a 
question put to him by some Pharisees: 
“Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for 
any cause?” It was a question raised 
“to test him,’? as Mark and Matthew 
made clear. 

Mark, the earliest of the four Gospels, 
reports that Jesus answered, “What did 
Moses command They _ said, 
‘*Moses permitted a man to write a cer- 
tificate of divorce and to put her away.” 
But Jesus said to them, ‘“‘For your hard- 
ness of heart he wrote you this com- 
mandment.’” In other words, it was not 
the divine ideal; Moses permitted di- 
vorce because human nature did not per- 
mit the divine ideal to be realized. 
“From the beginning of creation,’’ Jesus 
said, “God made them male and female. 
For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his 
wife. And the two shall become one. 

What therefore God has joined to- 
gether, let not man put asunder.” 

Luke’s account agrees with that of 
Matthew: ‘Everyone who divorces his 
wife and marries another commits adul- 
wre... «° CLS ESS. 

According to these two accounts, no 
divorce is allowed on any ground. Is 
this an absolute rule, to be literally in- 
terpreted, and legalistically applied? 
Apparently not, for Matthew, written 
later than Mark, quotes Jesus on two oc- 
easions (5:32 and 19:8-9) as allowing 
divorce on the ground of unchastity. Is 
this an absolute rule, to be literally in- 
terpreted and _ legalistically applied? 
Apparently not, for some time later Paul 
is confronted with instances of deser- 
tion, and he declares that the partner 
who is deserted is free, evidently to di- 
vorce his spouse and to marry again (I 
Corinthians 7:13-15). 

It seems evident then from the Bible 
itself that Jesus’ original teaching that 
marriage is indissoluble was not an 
iron-clad rule to be applied legalistically 
under all circumstances, but an ideal, a 
principle which we are to seek to real- 
ize in practice. And that brings it in 
line with his general custom—to set 
forth general principles and not bind- 
ing rules. Only thus can we understand 
such teachings as, ‘“‘Do not resist one 
who is evil: but if anyone strikes you on 
the right cheek, turn to him the other 
also”: or again, ‘‘You, therefore, must 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Mt. 5:39,48). 

In line with this interpretation, our 
church’s Council on Christian Relations, 
is recommending that our Confession of 
Faith (Chapter 26), which allows di- 
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you?” 








vorce and re-marriage to the innocent 
party only on just two grounds, adultery 
and irremediable desertion 
practice—-be amended to 

lows: 


a legalistic 
read as fol- 


“Marriage is a union between one 
man and one woman, designed of God 
to last so long as they both shall live. 

‘“‘Marriage was designed for the mu- 
tual help of husband and wife, for the 
safeguarding, undergirding and develop- 
ment of their moral and spiritual char- 
acter; for the propagation of children 
and the rearing of them in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 

* * a 


‘A true and lasting marriage can be 
achieved only when its physical bonds 
are reinforced and sanctified by a vari- 
ety of moral and spiritual ties: respect, 
affection, common interests and ideals, 
the unselfish wish of each partner for 
the other’s welfare in all things, and a 
mutual sharing of the common joys, 
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griefs, opportunities and burdens of the 
home. This means that both faithful- 
ness and unfaithfulness in marriage 
must be conceived in spiritual as well 
as physical terms. 


“But while both physical and spirit 
ual fidelity are vital, and while both are 
essential to the attainment of marriage 
at its best, husbands and wives should 
bear in mind that human weakness and 
frailty may manifest themselves in this 
realm as in all others. They should 
therefore cultivate the Christian 
graces of understanding, patience, gen- 
erosity, repentance and _ forgiveness. 
They should remember that, just as 
other human relationships can survive 
imperfections, so can marriage. Some- 
times the weakness of one partner may 
lead to such gross and persistent un- 
faithfulness, physical or spiritual, that 
marriage dies at the heart and to one 
or both partners the union becomes in- 
tolerable; yet only in cases of extreme, 
repeated or unrepented infidelity should 
separation or divorce be regarded as un- 
avoidable. Our Lord’s command to for- 
give, and if need be to forgive repeat- 
edly is nowhere more applicable than in 
this intimate and delicate relationship. 


“When a marriage seems in danger 
of breaking for any cause, divorce or 
permanent separation must always be 
regarded as a last resort. Neither can 
rightly be sanctioned by the church ex- 
cept when a continuation of the legal 
union would endanger the _ physical, 
moral or spiritual well-being of one or 
both of the partners, or that of their 
children. Thus every Christian minister 
will view as « vital pastoral responsibil- 
ity the duty of preventing, so far as he 
can by wise and prayerful counsel, the 
hasty or ill-considered divorce or sepa- 
ration of any couple committed to his 
eare. 


“When a Christian who has been di- 
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vorced applies to a minister for re-mar- 
riage, the minister’s chief concern should 


be the applicant’s present 
heart and life for the intended mar- 
riage. ‘The supreme test of this fitness 
should be one’s honest purpose to profit 
irom past experiences and to plan and 
work for a truly Christian home oy 
soundly spiritual foundations. 


fitness of 


“If the applicant has been clearly and 
grossly wronged by a_ previous Mate, 
this fact may incline the church to allow 
and sanction the remarriage without 
further question, but the mere fact of 
having been wronged will not necesgar- 
ily mean that the applicant understands 
fully the spiritual demands of marriage 
and holds to a high and serious purpose 
to make the coming marriage Christian, 
The minister therefore should take care 
to be as fully satisfied on the latter 
point as on the first. On the other 
hand, if the applicant has been clearly 
at fault in the break-up of the earlier 
marriaze, or is found even to be chiefly 
at fault, the mere fact of previous guilt 
(however grievous) should not be held 
as a rigid or final disqualification for 
remarriage under the auspices and with 
the sanction of the church. Here too 
the minister should weigh, as of para- 
mount importance, the quality of the 
applicant’s faith, contrition and purpose 
now, being mindful always of the infj- 
nite mercy of God and careful never to 
hold against any honest child of God a 
sin which God himself may have for- 
given and put behind him forever. 


“In a word, in all cases where remar- 
riage is sought, the minister’s decision 
should turn not so much on what the 
applicant has done but rather on what 
this person by God’s grace has now be- 
come and what, with God’s help, he (or 
she) honestly intends and hopes to do in 
the future.”’ 


(This complete report 
the May 5 OUTLOOK.) 
Do you think that such a statement 
is in line with Scriptural principles? 
The Council on Christian Relations 
hopes that interested ministers and lay- 
men will advise it during the coming 
year so that it may present to the next 
General Assembly an amended repott, 
which it, in turn, may wish to present 
to the church for final adoption. 
(Suggestions may be sent to the 
Council on Christian Relations, 712 
Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga.) 
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Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A. 
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BOOK NOTES 


ant 


THE ANATOMY OF HAPPINESS, By 





Martin Gumpert, M. D., McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, New York, 310 pp., 
$3.50. 


In this book, a practicing physician 
tries to write a medical interpretation 
of happiness. His premise is that lack 
of good health is the most frequent 
cause for unhappiness. The author re- 
commends various procedures by which 
an unhealthy person can still be happy. 
He has succeeded in his objective fairly 
well. 

The first sixth of the book deals with 
personal traits which tend to make 
many persons unhappy such as ugliness 
in appearance, secretiveness, timidity, 
over-aggressiveness, worry about money, 
snobbishness and _ stinginess. Those 
reading this section will recognize some 
of their own shortcomings and will 
learn of ways and means to try to over- 
come them. 

The second part of this author’s con- 
tribution has to do with specific phy- 
sical disorders which, in the opinion of 
Dr. Gumpert, are the most frequent con- 
tributing factors to unhappiness. They 
are obesity, underweight, insomnia, 
headache, heart trouble and high blood 
pressure, constipation, peptic ulcer, gall 
bladder disease, diabetes, gout, allergies 
and arthritis. If one is troubled with 
any of these disorders, it might be some- 
what helpful to read the author’s sug- 
gestions on how totry to find happiness 
in spite of them. 

Then comes a section about the causes 
of unhappiness in various stations of 
life such as childhood, adolescense, ma- 
turity, change of life and old age. This 
part of the book is exceptionally well 
written. 


Part IV is composed of short essays 
about ‘‘the tools of happiness’ and Part 
V discusses ‘‘the landscape of happi- 
ness,’’ that is, the surroundings where 
one tends to be the happiest. Since the 
author tried to approach happiness from 
a medical point of view, he has allotted 
to ‘‘Religion’’ in Part VI only ten pages. 
A postscript and glossary complete the 
book. 

Neglecting the many glaring technical 
errors in this publication, such as pur- 
ines being classed as proteins (p. 126) 
and ‘‘antibiotics as medicines which in- 
troduce organisms info the body . 
(p. 305), the book is worth reading and 
should be helpful to some people. 

SIDNEY S. NEGUS. 
Richmond, Va. 


CALLED OF GOD. By Gilbert L. 
Guffin, Fleming H. Revell, New York. 
128 pp., $1.75. 

This thought-provoking book gives to 
those who are concerned, a keen insight 
into the minister’s work in the commun- 
ity, and as a leader in the church. It 
even has a chapter on the minister’s 
wife! The author knows ministers; he 
helps laymen to know them better. 

ACE TUBBS. 
Walhalla, S. C. 
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Clear, definite guidance into a com- 
pletely new life for you—logical 
steps out of self-centered frustration 
and futility into a transforming 
Christian experience—the way to ra- 
diant health in body, mind, will, 
emotions. . . . 52 weeks of realistic 
daily meditations—to help you live 
purposefully and victoriously! 


How Ts 384 Pages 
Rea Pocket Size 
Bicunior! $1.50 
_~Peqsol~ 
ans AT YOUR 
ances 10H BOOKSTORE 








eAbingdon-(okesbhury 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Thomas H. Mankin from Jacksonville, 
Fla., to First church, Nicholasville, Ky. 

John Jackson Brown, Jr., from Salis- 
bury, Md., to Riverside 849 
Park St., Jacksonville 4, Fla. 

J. B. Garrett Red Jacket, W. 
Va., to Route 1, Sanford, N. C., 
beginning May 22, he 
White Hill, Pocket 
churches. 

Wm. H. Beckmann from 
N. C., to 23908 Ave., 
nooga 5, Tenn. 

Wm. B. Ward, 
for the summer, to 
Barnton, Midlothian, Scotiand. 

James B. Storey, of the Austin Col- 
lege faculty. has returned home after a 








church, 


from 
where, 
will serve the 
and kEuphronia 
Mooresville, 
Tacoma Chatta- 
Spartansburg, S. C., 


Cramond Manse, 


year studying in Jerusalem. 

Angus N. Gordon, pastor of the Bards- 
Road church, 
the past 11 years, has accepted a call to 


town Louisville, Ky., for 
the Bowling Green, Ky., church. 

J. E. Baxter from Bay Springs, Miss., 
to Louin, Miss. 

W. M. Rice 
Tenn., to Route 5, Reidsville, N. C 

R. T. Wallace will retire as pastor of 
the Monticello, Fla., church Aug. 31. 

E. L. Gage, Welsh, La., will 
pastor of the newly 


from Signal Mountain, 


become 

Mount 
Jackson, 
Clin- 


organized 
Salus church in the suburbs of 
Miss., June 1 Address: Box 926, 


ton, Miss. 


Park 
C., has been called to the 


Jas. A. Jones, Myers church, 
Charlotte, N. 


First church, Atlanta, Ga. 
DEATHS 


Matthew 
his home in 


CoN 
| They learn HIS gospel here | 


died ai 
May 7 


Porter, 90, 
Va., 


Branch 
Richmond, 





Dickey Hall, one of four 
brick dormitories at Schreiner, 
was named in honor of Pr. 
W. P. Dickey, retired Presby- 
terian minister and member 
of the Schreiner Board of 
Trustees. Erected in 1923, it 
houses SS students and four 
resident instructors. 


SCHREINER 
Presbyterian Military College 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 


——1(1”* 








From 1907 to 1936 he was secretary of 
the South Atlantie Agency of the Amer- 
Agency of the American Bible Soci- 
ety in Richmond, during which time he 
estimated that he 


ican 


aided in the circula- 
tion of more than eight million copies of 
the Scriptures. 

Samuel Pressly Bowles, 58, who had 
begun his work as pastor at Cleveland, 
Tenn., died 
went to 


weeks before, 
there suddenly April 22. He 
Cleveland from Unity church, Fort Miil. 
= €. 
1944. 
Jacksonville and Tampa, Fla., and from 
1928 to 1934 at Thornwell Orphanage. 


only eight 


where he had been pastor since 


Earlier churches served were in 


DREs 

Betty Jo Ogburn Antonio, 
Texus (Beacon Hill), to 70115 W. 
St., Apt. 


from San 
23rd 
\, Austin, Texas. 

receive her 


Ross, who 


Religious 


Isabel 
Master of 


will 
Education degree 
from Princeton Seminary in June, will 


become the Director of Religious Educa- 


tion for the First church, 


Miss. 


Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


Greenyill 





A four-year college for men 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges ap 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individu 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing ef 
mate; modern buildings: excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty q 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


Characte 





R. B. PURDUM, President 








THE EYES OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 
ARE UPON THIS 
REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


Red Springs, N. C. 





FLORA MACDONALD 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


A liberal arts college for men 


1952 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








STILLMAN COLLEGE 


OUR CHURCH’S meee 
ONLY SCHOOL we 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, so 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


@Have you as a Southe 
Presbyterian and a loy 
Christian ever done any 
thing directly and persow 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillma 
(n your will? : 
@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 


Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 








1837 





1952 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Church related colleges 
are indispensable if 
America is to remain free 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOO 
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